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Mr. Putin was not interfering in our 

elections to help Mr. Trump. The re-
port shows he was motivated by the 
fact of most of my people back home: 
He wanted anybody but Mrs. Clinton. 

Volume I, page 23: 
Here is the main idea: Use any opportunity 

to criticize Hillary and the rest—except for 
Mr. Sanders and Mr. Trump. We support 
them. 

It is time for my friends on the other 
side of the aisle to admit they left the 
barn door open, and Mr. Putin let those 
cows out to run free in our elections. 

It is over. Let’s move on. Join us in 
doing the people’s work. That means 
issues they care about, like how about 
having lower unemployment? That is 
historical right now for Asians, African 
Americans, and Hispanic Americans. 
Let’s give that a round of applause. 

How about energy independence? Yes, 
our world is clear because of American 
energy. 

How about helping us secure our bor-
der? Address the crisis on our border, 
have an immigration policy that 
works. 

The American people want this. They 
are sick and tired of investigation after 
investigation after investigation. It is 
over. Let’s move on. 
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CELEBRATING THE CENTENNIAL 
OF WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Puerto Rico (Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN) for 
5 minutes. 

Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 
Rico. Madam Speaker, on June 4, we 
will celebrate 100 years since Congress 
passed the 19th Amendment, which cor-
rectly recognized women’s right to 
vote. 

At that time, only one woman had 
served in Congress: Jeannette Rankin, 
in 1916, from Montana. But today, we 
have more women serving in this Con-
gress than ever before, with 131. 

In this proud moment for both 
women and our Nation’s history, we 
also honor the suffragists who, more 
than a century ago, paved the way that 
allows women to take part in this 
democratic process and that also al-
lows me to stand here as the first 
woman elected to represent Puerto 
Rico in Congress. 

Because of our territorial status, 
Puerto Rico has been historically ex-
cluded from our national process, in-
cluding the 19th Amendment ratifica-
tion process. 

Prior to becoming a U.S. territory in 
1898, Puerto Rico was a Spanish colony, 
and people on the island advocated for 
political equality for women, beginning 
with a right to education. But it wasn’t 
long after becoming a U.S. territory 
that Susan B. Anthony advocated for 
equal political and civil rights for men 
and women in the new possessions, in-
cluding Puerto Rico. 

This advance in civil rights was one 
of the first reasons why people on the 
island began to fight for the conversion 
of Puerto Rico as a State of the Union. 

It was the leaders of the Republican 
party who first included women’s vote 
as part of their platform, and they also 
presented legislation to achieve it. As 
the measure did not progress, our suf-
fragists sought support from national 
organizations and the United States 
Congress, which introduced legislation 
extending women’s right to vote in 
Puerto Rico. 

Finally, in 1929, Puerto Rico’s Legis-
lature recognized the right to vote, but 
only for literate women; and in 1935, 
the right to vote was granted to all 
women. 

These series of events led to the elec-
tion of Maria Luisa Arcelay, who be-
came the first woman in Puerto Rico 
to be elected to a government legisla-
tive body in 1932. 

However, because Puerto Rico is an 
incorporated territory of the United 
States, despite being U.S. citizens since 
1917, Puerto Ricans cannot vote for the 
U.S. President, and they are also de-
nied voting representation in this Con-
gress. 

While this Congress is legislating to 
extend benefits to all women, I must 
raise my voice many times to advocate 
for these rights to be extended to terri-
tories like Puerto Rico that still lack, 
at a general level, full equality in rela-
tion to a State. 

Statehood for Puerto Rico will hap-
pen. The question is when this Con-
gress will do it. 

The end of slavery, the end of seg-
regation, and women’s right to vote are 
just examples of civil rights that took 
a while to become the law of the land. 
Statehood for Puerto Rico will follow. 

We are still fighting for equal pay, 
for equal work, for being able to walk 
safely without fear of sexual harass-
ment, for eradicating gender violence, 
for having more access to where deci-
sions are made, for having more rep-
resentation in different fields, such as 
science, arts, sports, business, and eco-
nomics. 

As we rejoice and celebrate progress 
in equality for women, I ask my col-
leagues to be reminded that their job 
continues and much more remains to 
be done to achieve equality for all 
Americans. 

That also includes the veterans of 
Puerto Rico, veterans that lack access 
to TRICARE Prime options on the is-
land. Instead, only Active Duty serv-
icemembers and their family members 
have access to TRICARE Prime, spe-
cifically TRICARE Prime Overseas. 

This also affects the access by 
spouses and dependents to benefits as 
their family member serves our coun-
try. 

Current law dictates that military 
retirees under the age of 65 in Puerto 
Rico and the territories are eligible 
only for TRICARE Standard. 

That is the reason I filed H.R. 2171, 
which seeks to rectify this problem by 
making TRICARE Prime available to 
over 29,000 servicemembers in Puerto 
Rico, who have retired from the Armed 
Forces, and their dependents. 

According to the report by the Con-
gressional Task Force on Economic 
Growth in Puerto Rico, not having ac-
cess to TRICARE Prime is one way in 
which Puerto Rico is treated dif-
ferently under several Federal pro-
grams. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
2171. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 1 
minute a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 
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PRAYER 

Reverend R. Perez Gatling, Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, Virginia Beach, Vir-
ginia, offered the following prayer: 

O, Lord, our Lord, how excellent is 
Your name in all the Earth. 

We give thanks for this day that You 
have made, and we give thanks for 
these courageous and committed public 
servants who You have called and com-
missioned to be the voices of the peo-
ple. We are grateful for the freedoms 
we enjoy in this country, and we are 
thankful for all of the patriarchs and 
matriarchs and our uniformed and ci-
vilian soldiers who unselfishly sac-
rificed their lives as payment for this 
freedom. 

I pray that You will endow our legis-
lative leaders with knowledge, under-
standing, wisdom, and discernment. 
Give each leader in this Chamber a 
heart for the people they represent. I 
pray that through today’s proceedings, 
a more perfect Union will be formed, 
justice will be established, domestic 
tranquility will be assured and en-
sured, and the blessings of liberty will 
be secured to ourselves and our pos-
terity. 

In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. ESCOBAR) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. ESCOBAR led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 
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